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What You Should Know about the Project
What Is IC Literacy
Information and communications literacy (hereinafter referred to as IC literacy) is ability to handle information effectively, to solve particular practical problems, skillfully using the possibilities of information and communication technologies and observing ethical and legal norms, so as to live and work successfully in today’s information society.
It should be noted that in the first place IC literacy is determined by universal thinking and problem solving skills (making observations, drawing logical conclusions, analyzing a situation from different viewpoints, understanding the general context and implication of a statement, etc.), not the ability to work with certain software products or use the technical capabilities of a computer.
Structure of IC Literacy
IC literacy is based on seven proficiencies:
· Define: ability to state the problem correctly so that it is possible to perform purposeful information search and processing;
· Access: ability to search for information and find it in various sources;
·  Manage: ability to classify or organize information;
· Integrate: ability to interpret and restructure information, picking out the main ideas and comparing data from different sources;
· Evaluate: ability to form an opinion about the quality, relevance and usefulness of both information itself and sources of information;
· Create: ability to create new information or adapt existing information according to a certain task;
· Communicate: ability to adapt information to the audience.
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Main Features of the IC Literacy Assessment Instrument
· IC literacy is measured in general and in regard to its particular components.
· Test scenarios are based on life situations and reflect students’ actual demands.
· Assessment is conducted in the form of a computer test.
· Collection, processing and scoring of the IC literacy assessment results are automated.
Goal of the IC Literacy Assessment
The goal of the project is to obtain realistic and versatile IC literacy assessment of students graduating basic school by means of tasks based on real-life situations.
The test is aimed at:
· providing objective assessment of the degree to which students graduating basic school are ready to live and work in today’s information society;
·  evaluating the extent to which the school ensures the introduction of IC into the learning process;
· becoming an important instrument for discussing and elaborating educational policy in the field of IC literacy development.
General Description of the IC Literacy Assessment
The test includes:
·  3 trial tasks;
· 16 test tasks of different complexity level;
·  a social questionnaire for students.
The overall test duration is 2 hours.
Each task is aimed at measuring several components of IC literacy. Here is a model of a test structure:
	Long tasks
Time: 30 min
Number of tasks: 1
	Medium tasks
Time: 15 min
Number of tasks: 2
	Short tasks
Time: 52 min
Number of tasks: 13

	Measured proficiencies:
access, evaluate, create, communicate
	Task 1. Measured proficiencies: access, evaluate
Task 2. Measured proficiencies: integrate, create
	Measured proficiencies:
define, access, evaluate, integrate, manage, create, communicate


Task context: academic, personal.
The test combines serious academic tasks with questions aimed at evaluating students’ experience in using ICT, their knowledge of modern culture and ability to solve practical problems. Therefore there is a balance between academic and nonacademic contexts. As a rule, 50% of tasks deal with studies, while the rest 50% are associated with the personal sphere.
Test tasks imply usage of a wide range of digital technologies, such as the Internet, e-mail, text editors, presentations, spreadsheets, diagrams, databases, multimedia, online communities, etc.
Each task presents a situation, which is as close to the test-taker’s everyday life as possible and sets a problem for him/her to solve.
Test Results
The test identifies the general level of a student’s IC literacy using a 5-point rating scale (Advanced – Above Basic – Basic – Below Basic – Developing). It also measures separate components of IC literacy.  
To take the test you will need to use Microsoft .NET Framework. Below are instructions on how to download and install the application properly.
Microsoft .NET Framework 4.0 Library Installation
To download the .NET Framework 4.0 Library installation package, please use this link:  http://www.microsoft.com/ru-ru/download/details.aspx?id=17718.
The actions to perform for installing the library are as follows:
· enter the page;
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· click the “Download” button;
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· launch the file you have downloaded, click the “Execute” button on the installation window;
· accept the license agreement by ticking off the appropriate check box;
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· control the installation process, which may take several minutes;
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· click the “Finish” button.
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After the installation please restart the computer before you begin working with the Microsoft .NET Framework 4.0 application.
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Please note that it is not necessary to accept the proposal for downloading additional resources.
